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Challenging Autumn: The Colors of EPPS 
The falling leaves / Drift by the window                                                         
The autumn leaves / Of red and gold…* 

Red and White: Ever present, these are the colors that represent Elmwood Park 
Public Schools.  Whether displayed daily in the woven threads of our school 
uniforms, shaken from cheerleaders’ pom-poms during a fall pep rally, or sported 
by football players on the field, band members marching in the homecoming 
parade, or staff on E.P. Pride Days, these are the colors that we recognize and 
celebrate as important sources of school and town spirit.  (continued on page 2)                                                       
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(continued from page 1)             

From September through December, however, Red and White shared the landscape with a host of other vibrant 
colors.  In fact, over the past few months, the community of EPPS waged a mighty challenge against Mother 
Nature and her dazzling autumn foliage, with its own array of vivid hues.  The colors highlighted by students, 
faculty, staff, and neighbors held special meaning throughout our school community and promoted many 
worthwhile causes, including the following: 

Blue: “Stomp Out Bullying”/Mallory’s Army 

Pink: Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

Green: “Proud to Be Stigma-Free” Mental Health Initiative 

Neon: “I Don’t See Drugs in My Bright Future!” Day (observed during Red Ribbon Week) 

…The days grow long /  And soon I’ll hear / Old Winter’s song…*  

(*from Frank Sinatra’s Autumn Leaves, 1957)           

As we mourn the loss of mild days and the dropping of chlorophyll-depleted leaves, let us celebrate our sense 
of community, the accomplishments of our students, and the positive initiatives in our schools.  In this 
newsletter, you will find just a sampling of the many bright moments that accumulated throughout this fall 
season at EPPS, which outnumbered the leaves in our raked-up piles! 

Please enjoy the newsletter and all that this holiday season has to offer.  Farewell, Fall!  Hello, Winter! 

                      Monica Naughton Brown, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Evaluation  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
As we welcome 2020, thoughts turn to hope for a peaceful world, and the words of former United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon seem especially poignant at this time of year: “Peace is not an 
accident.  Peace is not a gift.  Peace is something we must work for every day, in every country.” 

On behalf of all in our district, please accept my best wishes for a peaceful, healthy holiday season and 
a new year filled with joy. 

Anthony Iachetti, Superintendent of Schools 



GANTNER AVENUE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Character Education & Quotes of the Day 

At Gantner Avenue School, students learn about 
Character Education throughout each day.  To start 
every morning, character education themes are 
included in the announcements.  These themes are 
continued through bulletin boards, assembly 
programs, and instructional activities.   

The fifth-grade students provide the student body 
with the morning announcements.  Included in their 
morning message is a “quote of the day,” which 
corresponds to the monthly theme or character trait.  
These “quotes of the day” are typically written by 
Gantner’s school counselor, but this year’s students 
have been encouraged to write their own quotes!                                

Students in all grade levels were invited to submit a 
quote to be read in the daily announcements that 

would help students to focus on positive behavior 
and stay motivated to do their very best in school.  
The students in the following photograph were the 
first students whose quotes were selected to be read 
with the morning messages: 

                                                (continued on page 4) 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
The start of the 2019-2020 school year has been incredibly successful!  The administration and staff look 
forward to continuing on a progressive path for all Elmwood Park students to have opportunities for 
success and growth. 

I could not be more proud of our staff’s endless determination in providing our students with meaningful 
instruction and memorable educational experiences.  Their incredible efforts are second to none; they 
are appreciated, valued, and honored for their tenacity in serving our students and district.   

As you celebrate and rejoice this holiday season, please remember those men and women who are 
serving our communities and country, especially those who are unable to be with loved ones.   

We are fortunate to be Elmwood Park Crusaders.  We are a district filled with diversity, comprised of 
students and staff who follow different holiday traditions.  Together, we are one community dedicated to 
the well-being of all our children and their families. 

Wishing you and yours a wonderful holiday season and very happy new year.   

                                                                                             Jillian Torrento, Assistant Superintendent of Schools 



Below are the quotes that the students submitted: 

Don’t make fun of people.  Care for them and say 
sorry.  (from Madison in Mrs. Cooney’s class) 

Be nice and treat people from your heart.  (from 
Alanna in Ms. Dunn’s class) 

Let your smile change the world, but don’t let the 
world change your smile.  (from Samantha in Mrs. 
Cascetta’s class) 

To be a hero, you need to be a friend.  (from Grace 
in Mrs. Cascetta’s class) 

When you have a dream to chase, nothing can 
stop you.  (from Jacob and Filip in Mrs. Cascetta’s 
class) 

Always share a smile and share your heart.  You 
are unique and you can be anything.  Be you.
(from Erynn in Ms. Cooney’s class) 

Everyone is different, and that’s what makes them 
special.  (from Ambla in Ms. Cooney’s class) 

Lying is easy but the truth is harder. Just 
remember to tell the truth. Life is easy when 
telling the truth.  (from Alyssa in Mrs. Cascetta’s 
class) 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

October was Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
Gantner Avenue School held a “dress down” day for 
students and staff to wear pink.  On October 21, 
2019, the Gantner PTO, students and school 
principal, Mrs. Jackter, met with the staff from the 
Betty Torricelli Institute for Breast Cancer.  They 
discussed ways to detect breast cancer, the 

importance of screenings, and then participated in 
the donation ceremony.  All proceeds were donated 
to the institute.  Thank you to everyone who wore 
PINK and donated to this great cause! 

Elmwood Park-Paterson Elks Lodge 
Donates Dictionaries 

Students in Elmwood Park schools have new 
dictionaries, thanks to the Elks.  On October 29, 
2019, the Elmwood Park-Paterson chapter of the 
Elks of the United States donated dictionaries to 
every member of the Elmwood Park Public Schools 
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third-grade classes.  In addition, the dictionaries 
were also distributed to St. Leo’s School, St. Anne 
School, Saddle Brook Public Schools, and 
Renaissance One School of Humanities in Paterson.  
This donation from the Elmwood Park Elks has 
continued for several years, ensuring that all third-
graders receive their very own dictionary to use 
both at school and at home. 

Principals Co-Teach Lessons Too! 

Mrs. Medvecky's fourth-grade class walked 
anxiously over to the carpet for writing class. The 
students were thrilled to hear that they would be 
having a secret writer on Halloween.  "Who do you 
think it'll be?" they asked one another.  The fourth- 
graders at Gantner Avenue were overjoyed to 
welcome their principal, Mrs. Jackter, to co-teach 
their writing class!  Mrs. Medvecky and Mrs. Jackter 
had worked together to plan a lesson to help 
students expand upon their narrative writing.  
Together, they taught the students "action-feeling-
dialogue" as a strategy to elaborate on details in 
their stories.  Not only was this a special treat for 
the students, but the lesson proved to be a great 
strategy when adding details into their writing!  
Each of the students produced a spooky Halloween 
narrative using this pattern and truly enjoyed 
having this special visitor help them grow.  What a 
great team! 

 

Gantner Unites for Kindness 

Each year Gantner Avenue School participates in a 
“Turkey Trot,” which is a walk for a cause.  This 
year, Gantner’s students and staff united together to 
#BLUEOUTBULLYING in honor of Mallory’s Army.  
The entire school participated in a walk for one 
cause: keeping kindness in our school.  Together we 
can not only teach kindness but also to BE KIND.   

In Art class, students pledged to be kind through 
signing a “Be Kind” wall and decorating turkeys. 
Gantner emulates a safe and positive environment, 
which results in social, emotional, and academic 
success!  We live in a world where if you can be 
anything… BE KIND!  
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GILBERT AVENUE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Second-graders’ “Small Moments” Bring 
Big Smiles 

Mrs. Lagonikos’s second-grade class had the 
pleasure of hosting a celebration of their narrative 
writing "Small Moments" in November.  Ms. 
DiPetrillo’s first-grade class came to their 
celebration, and the second-grade students shared 
their writing pieces with them. They were excited 
and had a great time sharing their work. 
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5 Stars! 

Mrs. Gawrylo and Mrs. Rivera’s fifth-grade writing 
classes hosted district administration for the 1st 
Annual “Narrative Café” on Friday, December 13th.  
Students and their guests sat and enjoyed a 
delightfully delicious array of writing samples 
created by our Grade 5 writing students.              
“Bon Appétit!” 
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All Aboard! 

Comfy and cozy in their pajamas, Gilbert’s 
kindergarten students enjoyed a reading of 
The Polar Express, written by Chris Van 
Allsburg.   
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Engineering Fun 

Students in Ms. Kassai’s second-grade class use 
STEM bins to explore and engineer through play 
using materials on hand in their classrooms. These 
STEM bins are plastic boxes filled with engineering 
materials such as LEGO bricks, pattern blocks, Dixie 
cups, toothpicks and playdough, or Popsicle sticks 
with Velcro. The boxes also contain sets of task 
cards that picture a variety of basic real-world 
structures to inspire students to build. 
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SIXTEENTH AVENUE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Omegaman Visits Anti-bullying Assembly 

Students and staff at Sixteenth Avenue School have 
been busy embracing character education!  On 
October 9th, they welcomed an anti-bullying 
superhero, Omegaman, to the school.  This unique 
presentation delivered an anti-bullying message and 
helped students further their character development 
through an awesome superhero-themed 
performance. The Bucket-Filler Program and fifth- 
grade Student Safety Patrol Program have been 
ongoing, and we look forward to the continuation of 
these programs and more fun-filled activities 
throughout the year!  

Immigrant After-school Program and ESL 

Eligible ESL (English as a Second Language) 
students participate in an “Immigrant After-school 
Program” on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Students 
utilize “Rosetta Stone” to help them acquire English 
language skills.  ESL has been involved with “In- 
Class Support” this year, with Ms. Lorenc-Lach’s 
visits to ESL students in their homerooms, at each 
grade level.  Students continue to focus on 
improving vocabulary, grammar, reading, and 
writing skills.  

AMA’s Kids Heart Challenge 

All Sixteenth Avenue physical education classes 
have begun their participation in the “American 
Heart's Association's (AMA) Kids Heart Challenge,” 
which focuses on health and practicing healthy 
lifestyle habits.  Students in pre-school through first 
grade will participate in the “Jump Rope for Hearts 
Challenge,” and students in second through fifth 
grade will participate in the “Hoops for Hearts 
Challenge.”  Activities for these programs will take 
place during physical education classes from 
December 2019 through March 2020.  There will be 
a culminating event on February 14, 2020! 

Physical Education Classes Use        
Google Classroom 

All third, fourth, and fifth-grade classes have begun 
to use Google Classroom.  Students have been 
practicing responding to questions that reflect the 
skills and topics taught in Physical Education (PE) 
class on the Web-based platform.  In addition, 
students are also using Google Classroom to reflect 
and complete peer assessments.   

Fun and Fluency Flourish in the Fall 

The Special Education Resource staff have been 
implementing Reflex Math practice three times per 
week in the classrooms.  Over the past three 
months, students have increased fact fluency.  
Additionally, the teachers are using data to drive 
future instruction.  The students really enjoy the 
various activities and look forward to using 
technology.  The Fountas and Pinnell (F&P) 
Benchmark Assessment System has also been used 
to assess reading levels.  Parents can see this 
information on the first trimester report cards and 
will review it during Parent-Teacher conferences in 
January 2020. 
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It has also been a busy fall season for K-2 MD 
(multiple disabilities) students in Ms. Rossetti’s 
class.  They finished ABLLS (Assessment of Basic 
Language and Learning Skills) evaluations and are 
actively immersed in discrete trial instruction.  On 
November 15, 2019, the students took a class trip to 
“Bounce U.”  They had a great time, and it was great 
practice for social interaction outside the classroom. 
K-2 students have also been hard at work with the 
use of “Edmark.”  Consequently, Ms. Rossetti reports 
that her students are making progress with this 
program related to reading fluency and 
comprehension. Some students have begun to 
generalize and make comprehension connections 
across the curriculum and beyond! 

Football Players Visit Kindergarteners 

Over the last couple of months, the kindergarten 
students have been developing into readers and 
writers.  Students worked very hard in writing their 
own true stories and shared them with classmates.   
Students have been enjoying reading with a partner.  
They also have been learning how to bring their 
favorite storybooks to life by using character voices.  
In October, students were excited about the visit 
from Memorial High School football players, who 
read stories to them.  The kindergarteners are 
working diligently in math too, learning how to 
count and compare numbers from 1 through 10.   

Fun with Math Centers and Games 

First-grade students have been busy with math 
centers.  Each week, students are practicing skills 
(addition, subtraction, related facts, and word 
problems).  The students work both independently 
and in groups to solve problems using different 
strategies.  Activities are differentiated and include 
games using dice, spinners, math literacy, “Read the 
Room” and more! 

Dictionaries and Passports 

The bustle of fall has kept the third grade at 
Sixteenth Avenue School students on their toes!  
Like Gantner’s, Sixteenth’s third-graders were 
fortunate enough to receive a generous donation 
from the Elmwood Park-Paterson Elks Lodge.  One 
student from each third-grade class represented the 
school and accepted the Elks’ donation of 
dictionaries for each student in the third grade.  

Since receiving the dictionaries, students have been 
using them to create word walls, improve their 
writing skills, and challenge their vocabulary 
knowledge.  Teachers have also been working to 
incorporate more STEM/STEAM activities into 
school life, where students are given specific 
challenges that incorporate different approaches 
and team-building.  Students have also been 
learning their multiplication facts and incorporating 
different ways to showcase their understanding of 
multiplication.  Students grabbed their “passports” 
and headed off to countries around the world!  They 
have been conducting research to learn more about 
cultures all over the world.  We are super excited to 
see what Winter will bring for third grade this year! 
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Lapping Up Government Studies 

Fourth-grade students at Sixteenth Avenue School 
finished up their social studies unit about the U.S. 
government by creating "lap books,” which included 
all the information and research they did on the 
U.S. government.  These interactive notebooks 
showcased information that students learned.  This 
included citizenship, the United States Constitution, 
the three branches of government, and government 
services. 

 

Workshop Models at the Center of 
Instruction 

The fifth-grade team has continued to use skill 
groups within the rotating schedule for the major 
subject areas of math, reading, and writing.  Wordly 
Wise practice has combined the benefits of learning 
new vocabulary from students’ word study and 
using it in Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop sessions. 
In reading, students have learned about cause and 
effect in storytelling.  In writing classes, students 
have been completing written assessments on 
Google Classroom during their Writer’s Workshop. 
During math classes, students are reviewing adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing decimals. 
Students are practicing new mental math skills, 
using different techniques, and gaining new 
strategies to solve problems.  Remaining centers in 

all classrooms support the specific needs of the 
students and their growth in other skill areas. 
Teachers have also continued with centers in social 
studies, science, health, and word study.  This 
allows for opportunities in peer tutoring and 
collaboration in class.  In social studies, a highlight 
includes students creating “pent-folds,” which serve 
as a visual aid and timeline in understanding the 
accomplishments of European explorers. 

MEMORIAL           
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Holiday Cards for Our Troops 

Mrs. Fierro and Mr. Mulligan's Social Studies classes 
continued the tradition of making holiday cards for 
our troops.  The students enjoyed creating festive 
cards and messages of thanks for those serving our 
country.  This year's cards will be sent to the father 
of one of our students.  We are very happy to keep 
this 14-year tradition going strong. 
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Memorial’s Matilda Is a Hit! 

The middle school musical, Matilda, took to the 
stage on December 6th and closed on December 
8th.  With a cast and crew of 83 members, the show 
was directed by Mrs. Marlene Matsko and her 
assistant, Mrs. Lara Rodriguez.  The pit band and 
vocals were under the direction of Mr. Douglas 
Bender and his assistant, Miss Alexandra Burke; the 
pit consisted of several of our band students.  Based 
on the movie, Matilda tells the story of a girl born to 
mean parents who is often ignored and neglected. 
Even at school the principal is mean and belittling. 
It isn't until she uses her special abilities that 
Matilda can put an end to her sad life.  Taken in by 
Miss Honey, Matilda's teacher, Matilda leaves her 
sad life behind and can start fresh with a loving 
parent.  The audience seemed very impressed with 
the talents of our children.  They especially seemed 
to like the numbers, “Bruce," “Quiet," and "Revolting 
Children.”  Stellar performances by the characters 
Bruce, Matilda, Miss Trunchbull, and Miss Honey 
were nothing less than professional. Each show was 
well-attended and received rave reviews. From set-
pieces to colorful costuming to magic effects to the 
characters' accents, the musical, Matilda, was quite 
a hit! 
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Crafty! 

Craft Club has arrived at Memorial Middle School!   
Once a month, students meet to share ideas, 
supplies, and help one another create one-of-a-kind 
crafts to decorate their homes, classrooms, and 
lockers.  It’s a great way to spend time with friends 
and make new friends! 

Glow Games Brighten the Day 

In Mrs. White's ELA classes, during the month of 
October, students participated in Glow Games!  
Upon entering the classroom, each student received 
a glow bracelet to go along with the glow theme. 
Students participated in various stations that 
applied the concepts taught during their novel 
studies.  Stations included Jenga, characterization, 
“Heads Up,” figurative language, vocabulary 
memory, and task cards.  Students were asked to 
analyze characters, setting, plot, theme, word 
choice, and point of view.  The students were 
engaged and loved their new glow-in-the-dark 
room! 
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Not Up for Debate:                                     
Middle School Students Take the 
Initiative! 

Thanks to the initiative of eighth-grade student, 
Bailey Willoe, Memorial Middle School is in the 
process of starting a Debate Club.  The goal of 
Debate Club is to establish a healthy outlet where 
students can debate on current events and topics of 
interest.  Mrs. Wilds will be the club’s advisor in its 
initial year, and we hope to share more details as 
our debates get underway! 

Students Learn Survival and Tolerance 

As an introduction to the ELA “Survival and 
Tolerance” unit, Ms. Sutkowska's seventh-grade 
classes were visited by two presenters, Mr. Herget 
and Mrs. Stefanou.  Mr. Herget currently teaches 
Holocaust and Genocide classes in the High School.  

Mrs. Stefanou currently holds a master’s degree in 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies and a Certificate in 
Genocide Prevention. She also has traveled to 
Poland, Amsterdam, and France with Holocaust 
Survivors. 

Throughout the presentations, the students engaged 
in discussions with the presenters to further their 
understanding of the Holocaust and Holocaust-
based topics.  Students analyzed the impact that the 
Holocaust had on so many people and the key role 
of the historical figures and groups during this 
period in history.  Students will be covering The Boy 
in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne and The Diary 
of Anne Frank as part of their unit study.  
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Polish Club Forms 

The Polish Club officially started in December of 
2019.  Supervised by Mrs. Sutkowska, the Polish 
Club was created to expose students of different 
backgrounds to the Polish culture and educational 
experiences. The goal has been to simply embrace 
the Polish culture, traditions, folklore, and dances!  
Polish Club members will continue to partake in 
various activities throughout the year. 

The first activity of Memorial Middle School’s Polish 
Club included a traditional “wigilia” in December. 
This gave the students an opportunity to partake in 
a Polish tradition while getting to know one another. 
Students shared a traditional “opłatek” (Christmas 
wafer) and played the traditional 
“kolędy” (Christmas carols).  The Polish Club 
members also created Holiday Cards to send to the 
soldiers overseas and to U.S. Veterans.  
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Animal vs. Plant Cells 

Students in Ms. Hlinka, Ms. Martone, and Ms. 
Pucella’s sixth-grade Science classes created plant 
and animal cell projects.  Can you spot the 
differences between the two types? 
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MEMORIAL                
HIGH SCHOOL 
Athletic Hall of Fame Induction 

The Elmwood Park Athletic Hall of Fame held the 
29th Annual Induction Dinner on October 16, 2019.  
This year the Hall of Fame Committee recognized 
and inducted the following: Virgil Gray II, Lou 
Mangano, Giuseppe Picciocchi, Kerry Ann Tuske 
Houlette, and the 1971 East Paterson High 
School Soccer Team. 

In addition to the annual inductions, the Hall of 
Fame proudly awarded three scholarships to current 
Elmwood Park student-athletes. 

The Alfred L. Vinci Scholarships, named for one of 
the founding members of the Hall of Fame, is 
awarded to one male and one female student.  
Alfred L. Vinci was a life-long resident of Elmwood 
Park and one of the more revered teachers, coaches, 
mentors and administrators from the East Paterson 
school system.  The Vinci scholarships are presented 
to two graduating high school seniors who embody 
the characteristics so important to Al Vinci, 
excellence on the athletic field and in the classroom.  
This year’s recipients were Sofia Milevski & 
Zachary Martinez. 

The Jack Cleeland Citizenship Award is named for 
the “Voice of the Crusaders,” who served as the high 
school football announcer for 47 years and on the 
Board of Education for 33 years!  The Cleeland 
Award recognizes athletic involvement and high 
achievement in a student’s sports during his/her 
high school career as well as the student’s 
community involvement and support.  This year’s 
recipient was Camila Krejpowicz. 
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High School Forums Address Teen Issues 

On October 8th, high school students participated in 
several assembly programs designed as “Teen 
Forums” to discuss dating abuse and healthy 
relationships.  The forum was organized by Ms. 
Leva, Mr. Basile, and the high school administration 
with hopes that open dialogue will empower the 
students of Elmwood Park and raise awareness 
about a very real teen issue.  The program is grant- 
funded through A Partnership For Change (APFC)  
and uses a peer leader model to support its efforts 
to end dating violence.  Since 2009, APFC has 
anonymously surveyed 10,395 teens in New Jersey 
about abuse in relationships and obtained the 
following data: 

• 72% say that dating abuse is happening at 
their school. 

• 63% of girls and 37% of boys personally 
know a victim. 

• 26% of girls and 18% of boys report being 
verbally and emotionally abused by a 
partner. 

• 11% of girls said they have submitted to sex 
out of fear of their partner. 

• 36% believe that victims are somewhat 
responsible for the abuse (victim-blaming). 

• 82% of girls and 44% of boys say that they 
want to learn more about the issue. 

• 74% of students would first reach out to a 
friend for advice and support rather than a 
parent, teacher, school counselor, hotline, or 
other adult (and often give each other 
inappropriate or dangerous advice). 

• 21% tell us that they have witnessed 
domestic violence at home (more than 2,000 
families affected!). 

At the end of the forums, students are invited to join 
PowerBack to become “certified” peer leaders in 
their schools.  These requirements include attending 
a monthly educational meeting, passing a 
certification exam, and creating and implementing a 
year-end awareness event on campus.  High school 
staff members also receive training as part of the 
program.  On November 18th and 19th, APFC’s co-
founder Allison Bressler met with teachers and 
counselors to provide important information, 
strategies, and resources to combat teen dating 
violence.   

The non-profit APFC has certified 204 PowerBack 
peer leaders in New Jersey; provided 260 teen 
victims and 26 adult victims with information, 
support and referral; educated 833 adults (teachers, 
school counselors, administrators, parents and 
guardians); and reached more than 8,000 teens at 
school-wide forums and awareness events.  Since 
hosting the forums, many students in Elmwood Park 
have already started the process to become peer 
leaders in the fight against teen dating violence.   
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Crusader Clean-up Crew 

On October 12, 2019, the High School fall athletes 
participated in a town wide clean up. Athletes from 
cross country, volleyball, football, cheerleading, 
band, and color guard spent their Saturday morning 
at various locations around town, cleaning up litter. 
The athletes worked together to show Elmwood 
Park pride for their community. 
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DEDICATION OF      
LUIGI ABRAMO FIELD               
On October 12, 2019, alumni and community 
members gathered with the Abramo family for a 
field dedication ceremony to honor the athletic and 
academic contributions of Luigi Abramo.  Coach 
Abramo was a model of Crusader pride and 
excellence and left a remarkable legacy, laying a 
foundation for all future Crusaders.   
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ACROSS THE                    
DISTRICT 
Mallory’s Army 

In October, Elmwood Park Public Schools hosted 
Mallory’s Army, a nonprofit organization 
committed to “Blue Out Bullying,” to help raise 
awareness to our students, parents, and staff of the 
dangers of bullying.  Dianne Grossman, co-founder 
of Mallory’s Army whose daughter, Mallory, 
tragically took her own life after she was 
relentlessly bullied, spoke honestly and from the 
heart, sharing the harrowing story of her 
daughter’s final days to reveal the effects that 
bullying can have on students.  Audiences, who 
were clearly moved by her presentations, were 
permitted to ask questions and were motivated to 
come together after hearing Mallory’s story to 
become unofficial soldiers of Mallory’s Army in the 
fight against bullying.  Light blue bracelets are still 
seen on the wrists of our students as well as blue 
camouflage ribbon magnets on the back of cars at 
drop off and pick up, as our district continues to 
unify to combat bullying and not just teach kindness 
but to be kindness. 

For more information regarding Mallory’s Army 
Foundation, visit MallorysArmy.org. 
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REMINDERS 
Holiday Break 

After an early dismissal on Friday, December 20, 
2019, the Elmwood Park Public Schools will be 
closed on Saturday, December 21, 2019, and will 
reopen on Thursday, January 2, 2020. 

Please continue to view the district’s Facebook 
(@EPPSNJ), Instagram (eppsnj), and Twitter pages 
(@EPPSNJ) to stay informed about important news 
throughout the district.  

As in the past, the district will maintain a “no 
homework” policy for this holiday break, and only 
long-term assignments will be assigned.  

Upcoming Newsletter 

The next edition of the district’s newsletter will take 
a look back at events of the winter and will be out 
in early spring!  

Thank You! 

Special thanks to the administrators, teachers, and 
staff who contributed articles and/or photos for this 
newsletter!
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